Roll of Honour of Those Who Died

and to

Record and Commemorate Those Who Served

in the

Great War 1914 - 1918

Introduction
The Memorial Window remains in place in the School buildings in Moor Park Avenue.  The bronze Memorial Tablet which was in the School Hall and is now in Preston Minster lists 44 Old Boys and one Master who gave their lives in the Great War.   Unlike the Memorial for 1939 -1945, there is no supporting biographical information.   As this year sees the 90th anniversary of the Armistice I thought, many months ago before the web-site was launched, that I could use my extensive pupil data-base to compile suitable biographical back-up.   I also somewhat mistakenly thought that only a few hours work would be needed to prepare a print-out suitable for those attending the Remembrance Service in 2008. 

The Hoghtonian came into being in December 1913 (H12-1913) under strict instructions from the Head Master that it was to be produced by the boys without expecting input or time consuming support from any member of Staff.    Running in parallel was the Old Boys’ Magazine which was launched in 1910.    On the outbreak of war the six year-old Association put itself into suspended animation for the few weeks the war was expected to last -“home by Christmas” was the national attitude.    The boys with help and support from the Head Master and members of the Staff began to collect information on Old Boys in the  Services.   A Roll of Honour appeared in each edition of The Hoghtonian, listing those in the Forces and including information on those who had been killed.   Information came from letters to the School,  and to the Editor, and to individual boys; information from parents, from Old Boys in the same Units; whilst somewhat despairingly recourse was made to perusing the newspaper lists of killed, missing, wounded, and hoping to recognise and identify Old Boys amongst them.  Every edition of The Hoghtonian appealed for information.   The Head Master during Prize Days appealed for information, even asking the assembled parents to draw up lists of boys whom they knew had passed through the School so as to provide a base to assist identification.    It is incredibly difficult to find someone when you do not know whom you are looking for. 

The Roll of Honour was not rolling forward with cumulative information edition by edition.   What appeared in one edition might appear in one or more subsequent editions.   There were surnames and absolutely nothing else; surnames with an initial and nothing else.   There were multiple entries which may or may not have been for one individual - for example, see Edwards in the following list.   After the war there were lists of surnames of those released from the Forces, with no other details.  The published Rolls and other items were reconstructed into a single alphabetical computer listing, a total of 274 names, which immediately rang alarm bells.   Many more must have passed through the School and were of ages making them eligible for military service during 1914-1918.   The reports in The Hoghtonian produced 21 wounded and one prisoner of war, although three more PoWs have now been found but there should be, on national averages, many more than those figures. 

My pupil database was inadequate, what was needed was a comprehensive fully detailed database of every single admission to the School from 1872 to 1916.   There were 599 known entrants between 1898 and 1912 all of whom are now in a computer record.   Each boy, date of birth, father’s name, address, occupation; boy’s elementary or previous school, dates at PGS, school career details, post-PGS information.   Each name is being searched in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission web site (CWG) and any positive identification added into the revised Roll of Honour.    When the 274-name Roll was constructed and compared with existing information it was possible to eliminate duplications which reduced it to about 250 Old Boys, eight Staff (7 Masters and 1 Mistress) and two Head Master’s Secretaries - one being subsequently identified as an Old Boy.    It currently stands at nearly 300 and the Roll of those killed has increased from 44+1 Master to 57 in total with a further 19 inadequately identified and left elsewhere in abeyance.    Only around 400 searches have been made so far.   There remains all the eligible entrants between 1912 and 1916 together with those between 1874 and 1898 all of whom would have been of military age in 1914.  

When reading the following Roll of Honour, those entries taken from The Hoghtonian are shown after the personal and School details, and originally in the magazine would have had a name followed by information, if any.   Now shown as the information, followed by such as H4-1915.  Whatever precedes that reference can be found somewhere within The Hoghtonian April 1915 edition; not necessarily printed in the Roll of Honour.   Information was capable of being placed in any item including House and sports reports - it had to be searched for.    Where two or more reference numbers are shown together, the preceding report has appeared unchanged in two or more editions.   One other point is that “School Scholarships”, normally £10 pa for 3 years, were usually awarded on the strength of examination successes to assist in keeping the boys at School.   Frequently they were related to an intention to take up teaching.

There is one lengthy report, R T W Howe, the only Old Boy so far identified as having served in the Merchant Navy.   This report, containing details not totally relevant to the Old Boy, is for the time being deliberately lengthy to draw attention to the fact that service in the Merchant Navy is counted by CWG and all other official bodies as War Service.   There must have been more than one Old Boy in the sea-going Merchant Navy and information is requested.

Following home addresses can sometimes be seen “1922”.   The precise nature of this can only be guessed at and it has not been possible to discern a pattern.   Some had “Nov 1922” and one has “Dec 1921”.   School Prize Days were in December and there seems to have been routine annual invitations to parents of present and past pupils to attend so 1922 was something different.  The “1922” was frequently followed by a tick, taken to indicate that the address remained the same, or followed by a different address.   Otherwise changes of address were not dated.   Letters, content not known, were sent out in November 1922 possibly inviting the parents to the Prize Day.   Probably not asking for donations to the Memorial.   Possibly intending to use the Prize Day to up-date the parents on progress of the War Memorial scheme.  However, a letter went to the parents of a boy who around 1910 attended the School for just one week.;  a letter went to a family whose son had been at the School for 14 months before they emigrated to South Africa in 1911.  There does not appear to have been any structured fund-raising activities, possibly they were not needed.  There is evidence of substantial donations by individuals, one-offs up to possibly £10,000 in today’s money.     Also noted are KILLED IN WAR and DEAD - records made by the School, not comprehensive and without any supporting information.

The Association remained in suspended animation despite numerous pleas by the Head Master and in The Hoghtonian until two Masters, neither of them former pupils, dragged it back into life in the first few days of 1925.   Undoubtedly prompted by the forthcoming unveiling of the Memorial Window and Tablet.   Right up to the time when the Tablet was about to be made the Head Master continued to seek additional information, it being obvious that many more names should be on the Memorial.   Whether or not he knew, but appreciably smaller grammar schools in this region had appreciably more names on their Memorials than were about to be entered on ours.   Interestingly, in 1939 some weeks prior to the outbreak of war, the Association took decisions and set in motion a system for the collection and dissemination of  information and the maintenance of contacts which appears to have been of text book standard.   All the problems arising in part or wholly due to the lack of an Association between 1914 and 1925 were eliminated in 1939.

D A C


?

HMHS


His Majesty’s Hospital Ship

LCC


Lancashire County Council

LDP


Lancashire Daily Post

Liverpool Scottish
A Battalion of The King’s Liverpool Regiment.

RAMC


Royal Army Medical Corps

RFA


Royal Field Artillery

RFC


Royal Flying Corps  (RAF April 1918 onwards)

RGA


Royal Garrison Artillery

RNAS


Royal Naval Air Service

TRB


Training Reserve Battalion

WO 

Warrant Officer - Senior Non-Commissioned Officer, such as 
Regimental Sergeant Major.

There has been one brief report seen that the Duke of Lancaster’s Own Yeomanry part way through the War had been de-mounted, re-equipped and numbered as an infantry battalion of The Manchester Regiment.

During the 1890s a form was in use which required the date of birth as day, month, age in years.   Some parents stated age last birthday; others stated age next birthday; some did not attempt to clarify; some played safe and gave the date of birth and the age; some gave day, date and current year.  And someone in the School tried to make sense of it all.   Where a boy has two dates of birth exactly twelve months apart it is not a problem.   Just the end result of a silly system.

